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A Study of the Structural Context
The Colliding \(zorlds in Canton

The convergence of the trading parties in Canton involved various cur-
rents of geopolitical developments in China and the \(est. As the Euro-
peans' maritime explorations led them to find sustainable channels of
exchange in Asia, people residing in the coastal provinces of China
extended their reach to the ports of Southeast Asia. 'I'he movement
of people, goods, and capital along the Chinese coast and in Southeast
Asia intensilied with the politicai turmoil brought about by the Manchu
conquest of 1644. Once the conflicts subsided in the mid-eighteenth cen-
tury, Canton became the sole legal port of call for Western traders. Moti-
vated by the promise of profits from global trade, enterprising Chinese
traders and their $Testern counterparts converged in the city. 'fhe paths
of these China-trade parlicipantsj however, were conditioned by diver-
gent state agendas toward their migrant-explorers and dissimilar political
imperatives toward their respective New $7orlds. 'fhis was the structural
context from which Houqua emerged at the beginning of the nineteenth
century.

A Farnily on the Move

Just as the Europeans departing for the New Y/orld found new economic
opportunities in the Americas, Houqua's ancestors relocated to Canton
in the second haif of the seventeenth century from their native Fujian
to capitalize on the reconfiguring trade networks. N(/u genealogies record
that Houqua's great-great-grandfather, IWu Chaofeng (1 6 1 3-1 693), relo-
cated to Canton during the reign of Iiangxi (1661 1722), registering in
the jurisdiction of Nanhai, a county in the Canton area. lb mark the
relocation of this branch of the Wu family, \X'u Chaofeng reinterred his
mother and tather on the Mountain of the Flying Goose in the city of Can-
ton. Since then, Wu Chaofeng's descendants have honored Chaofeng's
father as the founding ancestor of the Cantonese branch of the \X,'u tamily
and have resided in the Xiguan area of Canton along the banks of the

18

A Stud-v of rhe S::-::__-

Pearl River.l It was hcrs -_-.:-

Canton trade, the ne\u: - : _-

would preside during the :::.
Genealogical records c: H

the ancestral records of -i: :,,.

about the generational cr,.*-_
in Canton and their roor! :.
along the Pearl River ri_r ;, :::_
ing the initial period of C:-::=
come from the town of Ji:^ :=.
tors in Fujian had, the \\'* ..
I $(/u Quancui. ed.. Lr)rgr,.., .:'

i//1, (Cencalogl' of ths \\ u :: Fnllorvrng fre guneal,,gic. : .

hrench in CtnLon sprane. _.. r-.
encompasses both Guang.l-._=,: .: :
ance\tor Can, through hr. _-.. ._.
thc latc Spring and .\urun-.:. . -.
Wushi lrczu zongptt, 7:l2at \\ : i
generation descendant, Sht. r. .. _

sented scholar" Qituht) tn 1 -., .:
'Wu Quancui. e.1.. Lt',rg;,.r ',

who reloeated to Canto:r ":.., 
...

thirtecnth-guneration dc..i:r : -. -

2a:42a).
' 'l he ramc passage irr Ih( dr -.:

a thrrteenth-generation dc:ii::: -: .

considerr Chaolcng'. father L

ance\tor Can rvh,, Iivc.l Jur::._ -. .

eroneousi it is more likeh r^-..
ecnturl Shi and lhe sevenr.qnr.-- - -
thc:ecrrnd claim rhar Cha,,t.r.i
theforty-ninthgeneration) F,.: :, :
undertaken in 1934 ro accoun- r -

matches the details providcd ;: _,..
the branch of thc Cantonese \\.- :-
is the third cdition ofrhe rl ork _--. _ -

iniriareJ in l8lz1. 'lhc rsg,,n;
( 1814 1887), was printe d in I ' : _:

Yrr. :uptt. vol. l). fhis murc r. - _

whom the Cantonese rJ(u far:::., -.

gcneration (insteatl trl a drir rc..-.-, -.
table, in Wu Zirvei, ed., [I]irsi:; -
stcms lrom the missing link Lr: -:. _.
a fact that the more focused g;:_..
(\Vu Ziwei et al., t9 j6 preface =::
Ziwei, ed., Wushi ru Vrc :uptt. ,,
anccstor Shi. the compilcr. rnr-: .:
proper placc in the gencalogi.". :..-
<iiscrepancy in these genealogie. :: _

fanrily maintained their dift'eren: -.



',tJnluel qlf,Ilue,,\\l aql olul suollrlnJlBl luitr.Ilrp JI:tp p:urBlutBru ,\lrLrIP,I

aqt.Jo rllurJq s.Bnbnoll -+o sluepua:lsap teql salr)rpur sorSoleauaE aseqt ur -mueda:osrp
eq.L (I Io^'ndrL! ?tAu tLlstL l ( pa,ri,rrz n 11) iruDlrrBl lerriolecua.!.qt ur o)BldJodord
Jrorl uolrrBJ Lrr qiuRJq n,I\ JaqtouBfo pJoliJ Jql rxo4 t;)-Jur sralduoc orll,lqs lotsJJu?
snorrtsnllrJql 01 eSEIurlslrclprl ,{11n1 0rrlqnun'(1 '1<tt'nfirza|r\tl,tttls?LA7 (pa'ratrrT
11r,X\ ur (Lro!.EJeuei puoJas oqtJo p-rooar aqt ot solou puE (cJB.IeJd 

9!6I . lp to ra,urz qtr\)
s.)uatsut o.ru ur satou {lnp 9q6I ur pelduror,{3o1uouoo'pasn]oJ oJorrrcql tgqt tJp,J B
(qS rcUE suoueJauoi o,\\1 aqt ro"+ sp:o::r: lecrFoluruaF aqr ur >lur[ Eurssrru oql lUoJJ sruats
iilclcqord rrndsrp pc-,rloserun srq.L '(l',()i'ndn: drL tl.L u,ly7L1 'pe 're,,rr7 nr.l\ ur (olqBl

prrSoleauaE aqr cos) lqs.ro tuepuersep (uol]Eraua;-qlueatlrqt. E.Jo pB.tsur) uorteJeua8
-rpuo^ele up sB,rr r"rolsorue Surpuno-; Jrarp sB s:ouoq .{1nur,1 ql6 aseuotuu.t e{l ulollt
'rerltBJ s,Eu.1.]oBqf tpqr stJessp pJolal Ierr8olpauai pasnf,oJ arour srqJ, '(1 '1tt'ndnz ana
n.t 1qilA1 ''po 're,$rz n16 ur 'ace,ga:d 9_c6i s,llBlf n4(\) tggl ur perur"rd sB^\ c(Zg8I trIgI)
SuEnSoRrlZ (uos prrqt s.Suo,t8urg,tq peyrduroo'uortrpo puoJos eq.L fZ8I ul patcqrur
'GZgt tstt) Srro{8urg nlN 'rerpo-rq tsrplr s,enbno11 lprp Iro^\ eqt.}o uorlrpo prrqt aql sr
,\SoTBauoB 9 96 I slq..I 'poEuoloq enbnoH qJrq{\ o } flrure.J n/,X\ osJuo]uP) rrlt Jo q)uBJq eql
uo,{llerqDeds ejotu sosnro.} qcrqs (iiSoyecuoS gq6t ol-lt ur papr^ord slrelap aql srrlJtBuI
s.rour,LoLd uJaqlnos o.\\l cqt ur:urprser,\1luB.J n ( oqt lo.J lunoilJe or tt6I ul uJ{Bllopun
tratr::d yecrSolecueS:a3"ru1 eqt ur plolcJ .)qt .tJBd ]sour orlt JolI '(uorte.rauaE qturu-IltoJ aql
3urac1 rqg ot pi)soddo ss 'uorte.rauo8 puolos-r\Ug rql sp,tr SualopqJ teql rutelJ puorcs ilF
,iq pareorput sn) suotlEJou-a3 JeJqt 1ou '8ue.JoBrl.) ,{:uuar-rpul:tu:^Js )q} pue rqS .[Jntua:)
-qt-lle.\\r Jq1 uae,r\tJq suonEJoue8 uaeJJ[I] a.rea J.rrqt tEqt -ila>Ul aJoLu sr il :snuauoJJo
,(1c41 rsoru sr urreIJ puoJas \rq-L tls .(lnllr)J q+!J )qr Eurrnp pe,r11 oq^\ uR:) rotse)ue
Furpuno; cqtfo tunpuoJsop uonc.r:ruc8 puolcs-,,it-Jg B aq ol JaqlEI s(3ue.+oelIJ srrprsuo:)
oslE rijntuar qllla,/r\t Jqt ur paqsrJnou oq,r lqs .Io luepuaf,sap uo!.e-rauo5-rpucctJrqt E

sB J3LllP,+ S.SUCJORqJ StUnOJ lBrll i8O1urua8 p:luonu)rurJoJE OL{1 Ur aEBSSEd slUBS aq.L
.(.e7ye7

'n.d?Ltoz n\)t,l .tr1sna1 uou?urT ''pc(rnlupno n SJ Ir{SJo tuppua:tsap uortr.rcuo;-rguoot:rtp
irp ;q ol plPs sr 0raq1 ,\[rure-+ 3gr Jo q)uB]q r? pi]BDtu prrE uo1u8J 01 palBJolal oq,!\
8ur1iruq1 ryX\.Io loqlEJ aq1, (e97:e7 'ndBnox n:a4 u1sn4 uou?utT ' pJ 'rnlucno q)N)
qZI I ul rn:r(n.1 ur.,(tunor uer1n4 ol pcttlol3r i^Eq ol puu 60I I ul 0rys?1,0 ,,reloqf,s polucs
-c:d,, cqt;o co:Eap uoltErrltuBxa etfl pJuJee oABq ot prBS sr 'rqs 'tuBpuJ3sap uoneJeuJa
rlturu-ft:tIs.uBO (t'lo^'ndn.?n n,til1sttA ''pa.re,tr7ryl\luzI:I ,n.d?wozn:at1 n1sn11

tu,otL?utT'pe rrntuunf) ql\) (aos,{lntuel qgg BJJrt) ErE urrrntnv pue 8ur:dg alel oql
ur Jatsruflu perr-\\ou]J B sE^\ oqM'nxr7 n]\'uospuB]3-tBaJ; srq qEno:rp.ueJ Jotsa)LrE
urelJol c u-lor.+ pcpuaf,sap dJrp ]Eqt srurBlt crx;uBno pue Suopiuung qloq sessedluo3uJ
qJrql\ (uolEar ueu8url aqt ul suBll n115 arp.Jo pJo3J] ar{1 ,SuEJds uolue3 ur glueJq
s.Bnbnoll rltrqir uroJJ 'uerl.nrl 'SuErturf ur {pruu; nlN aql Jo sarSoleouaE aql Sulr\ollotl

'I Io^ '(9E6I) (uotuR3 o] po^ow lBqt {lruB.I ry\\ crp.}o .{Eo1uauo1l) ,?drz:
dt^ ?tt tllstry' pa 're.\\rz q)N :Bg}:6 1e71'.1 ,nd|t.toz nia4 lqsnlil unt8mT,'pc ,rnluEnf) n,l\

eql (EueJIE) ruoJJ pe^ou (urrelc serSolEeue8 n/(\ eqt 6puq uer(ng ur s.rol
-s3cuE eseqJ 'uEr(ndJo ssur^ord erll ur SuEr(urrJo u.&\ol erp luo{ oruoJ
pEr{ uoluEJ ur 

^lRueJ 
rrogJ 'uorlBzrlr^rc eseurqJ Jo porrad IErlrur eql 8ur

-Jnp sur8rJo Jrerp polEn]rs tEql 
^Jols 

E lcnrlsuoJ ol re^rx IrEed eq] SuolB
peplser lEqr dlrurEJ nr$. ew padleq uEIIng o1 sloor rreril puB uoluEJ ul
dgruuy nl6 erp ot e8eaurl JrerIl SurqJlEI €clunoc IEuoDEreueA aqt ]noqe
luerueaJ8Esrp elldseC z'uBr(ng uI dlruEJ qr(\ oqr Jo sproJar IBJlsecuB erll
otuo e8Eeull Jlarp peUErS,(1puu3 nlN s.BnbnoHJo sprorar IEcrEolEoueC

frntuac rltuee]euru eqf Jo JIEr{ tsrg erp Surrnp eprserd plno.,rr
EnbnoH qJlqr!\ JeAo opBrt urelse/N-ows aqt Jo snxeu erfl (ape.r] uotueJ
erll Jo serJotJEJ uSreroJ er{r pug plnoc ouo lBrp aJer{ sBr\ u r're^rx IrBed

lxeluo] IBrntrnrts eqf go .(pnrg y

eql Jo $luEq erp BuolE uolrrE-
.{lurug nlN oIIrJo qJuerq eseuo:

s,SueJoEqJ parouoq aAEq $rrE

-uECJo dlIJ erlr uI esooo SuLq-
srq peJJeluler SueJoEqJ n.\ '-'

eql {rBru oI 'EaJE uolrrB] aq

ur SuuelslBar'(ZZII-I99L F
-oler ((869I{I9I) 8ue}oBqf I
pJoJsJ sor8olEeueE n-jil'sdro-s
uEt(nJ aAEEU neql Eo-q -ilrul
uotuBS o] pelBJOIeJ SrOlS?--E€

srurouo3a ll\eu PrmoJ pFos il

rIlueslsulu eql Jo Slrrtlu6aq ;{
IEJn]3nJls etP sErt\ slqJ- 'sPFo!

IEJrlllod JBIITUISSTp pIrE iraJoxd
-JAAIp /(q PeuotrrpuoJ 3re-]a '.tr]

sqlEd 3qJ dtrc eqr uI P:fualE
eseuII{J Eutsud:elua 'aPo-n ft
-Eow 'sJapE.rl rllslserlN roJ InE
-uec qlueelqSle-Pr-IE erp uI Fel
nr{JuEW eqr f,q rnoqB r6nqx
lsEeqtnos uI PUB lsEoJ 3sarm

tuerua^our aqJ'Erst' lsEaqjr
EulqD Jo seJuuord IEIsEof i

Jo sleuuEgJ elqErrrElsns putr
-oJng aql sv 'lsea eqr PIrE E

-,In3 SnOIJEA peAIOArrI uolrrB]

u0

]xsruo] I

6I



20 Global Trade in the Nineteenth Centurv

capital city of the Northern Song dynasty (960 1127). Tiacing the roots
back another millennium, the narrative links the Wu family to the gen-
esis of the Sino-centric culture through their ancestors in Iil/uling in the
kingdom of Chu and further to the story of the mythological God of
Agriculture in prehistoric times. Acknow,ledging the lack of evidence for
the earlier period, Ilouqua's brother, rnho compiled the family genealogy
in 1824, nevertheless expressed his strong conviction about their ancestry
in Fujian. This genealogical project, rvhich he undertook rvith the help of
Houqua and another brother, represented a celebration of their heritage
and a testimony to the ties between the Wru tamily in Canton and that in
Fujian.a

If we follow the genealogical claim asserted in the record that was
prepared by Houqua's branch, Houqua was a sixty-litth*generation
(49+11*5) descendant of C)an, the founding ancestor of the entire
Wu clan, who lived half a millennium before the Common Era. Cali-
brated to the famil5r's relocation to Fujian in the twelfth century, Houqua
was a sixteenth-generation (11-l-5) descendant of Shi, who had relo-
cated to Fujian. Focusing on the Wu branch in Canton, F{ouqua was
a fifth-generation resident in the cit-v since the establishment of the
branch in the second half of the seventeenth century, not including
the generation of Chaofeng's thther who was reinterred in the city (see

Figure 1.1).5 !flhat is important is not the accuracv of this account (in
fact, the earlier segment of this genealogical record is most probably
fabricated, similar to other cases of genealogical compilation projects
of Fujianese and Cantonese farnilies that aimed to claim ties to the
Central Plains in China and thus deep-rooted family pedigrees within
the framework of a Sino-centric culture). Far more important were the
sociopolitical and economic contexts that such claims revealed.

The relocation of the V/u family to Canton took place during the
tumultuous period when China was extending its reach down the coast
of the South China Sea toward Southeast Asia. The genealogv compiled
by the Wu family in Canton does not indicate the precise timing of the
relocation to Canton. Nonetheless, the reference that this relocation took
place "during I(angxi's reign" (1661-1722) indicates that the \Wu familv
was probably among those f'amilies dislocated by the coastai relocation
policy of the Qing court.6 During the opening decades of the Manchu

r \X,'u Ringl'ong's .t824 prcface, in \)7u Ziwei, cd., Wusl.ti ru Yue zupu, vol 1.
) The claim in the 1 934 gcnealogy that Chaofeng's thther was a thirtecnth-ccntury descen-

dant of Shi is more teasonablc arithmetically as it implies an averagc of sorne thirty ro forry
vears betwecn sucr:ccding gcnerations. 'fhc assertion maintairrcd by Houqua's branch
I'ields a calculation of aknost fort_v"-six years bctwcen t*tr gencrations

6 \Y/u Quancui, ed., Lingnavt Wusli hczu zongpu,2a 42t.

ft;l
v

| +* z:*l
vr;;l
v

ffi

.t,

#4 zhanp;ry
( 1673 - 1702)

I
Aw

(1(

@{{
Guoqiu

07m
- 17i2)

flq
Guobi

\t?42
17'74)

E
Gw

(17

S Gan
(1752

- 77 t'3)

4; Qu,n
(1736

1801)

Zrao

Figure l.l. Schematic
Genealogical Records c

administration that enrered Bi
from certain and its territori
eastern coast, the forces of
fought as a Ming loyalisr, pla
Beijing. Determined to eradicz
restrictions on maritime affi\i
order for a coastal evacuadon
had established a base in Tai
associated economic embargo
China. Fujian, formerlv a stor
losses.

7 See Ralph C. Croizier, Koxinet rl
(Cambridge, ,\{A: East Asia_n i.ese<

+13G

+11G?

1G

4C

4aG

€G

I

v



'Z LIJ'(.LL6 [ (ilrsro^ruif prrlarEH'ratual q]r?eseu uErsv tsBi{ :VW 'aEprJqLuBJ)
oJaII oql pLtD 'Lp(I,[',{.toistH :u.tsllruollDu astu.tllC p?.tD o'ruroy'JcrzroJ3 '.) gdlBx JaS /

snopueurerl poJeJJns 's8uoqT erpJo ploq8uorts B [lrorurog (uer(ng ,til]
uJetsEeqlnos ur EsJE IElsEof, egl pelBtse^ap oSrBqtue crurouoJa patErcossB

eq] puE suorlrpsdxe ,(relrllru eseqJ /'uE.{\rBJ ur es€q E peqsrlqBlse pEq

lBrp sdooJl s,8ueq7 o1 sellddns JJo lnc ot uoIlBnJEAo [E]seo3 E JoJ Japro
uE ponssr.{11enlus,l,a puE s099I er{t ur sarlr^rlse eurrlrJPur uo suorlcrJlseJ
pslelB)se unoJ Srrrr) elll (seJJoJ s,Sueqz e]BJrpBre o1 psurrxroleq '8ur(reg

ur lrnoc 8ur[ peqs{qBrso .{I.,!\eu aqr pen8eld 'tsr1e.,(o1 3ur1,g e se rq8noJ
peq oq.tt '(3uo33ueg3 3uaq7) e8uxo;1 Jo seoroJ erl] (tseor uratsee
-qtnos eqr 3uo11' 'ueleufl se.&\ IoluoJ IErJotrJJel slr pue uruuef, uro-rJ

rp,J su,r\ trno3 eqlJo du8 eqr 'bbgl u\ 8urfteg peretue terp uortertsrurrupt

'uorterauoE s,enbno11 ot dn .{1ue; nlN aqr.}o sprocet{ lecrSoleauag
eqt ul se.rn8lg ,{a;1 atp "}o uortEtuase.rdaa rr}erueqog '1'1 ern8rg

txetuo3 Iurntcuts erpgo dpnrg y IZ

'a,roorr",ro *H
qcuurq s,unbnog f,q paurerurzu uq
&-rog or &t.n4 auos;o e8erarrz ue saq&
-uaosep frnluec-rpuaeqfi[ E s"a DW

'1 '1ot 'tt&tz mi1 u z1*,

rulcuEw aqr Jo saP6ap tErua
UoIIEJOIoJ [ElsBo3 aB rq pflr.
[11ureg n (\ ar[r rBtp sarEcFE (i
>lool uorlBJolsJ s-rqrlEtp rllElE
erp Jo 8rmrrtr es.rJard aP JIE3!

pepduroc {Eopauat aql -BtsY

lsEof, erll rlr\op qJBar sll tw
eql Euunp eceld loor uoruF

'p3lEe^eJ su.rBfJ PE
eql oJeA/\ lrrBuodu[ aJoru rEJ
uppp\ sea:Erpad,{gtuE pa:roc

eqJ or seB rrrrBlc 01 PorrrrE u
slce(oJd uotrElldurof, IBcGoIE
.{lqeqord tsoru $ prorar pc(
ur) ]unoJJB sF[r Jo fre-mm :
aas) drn etp uI PeJnrular *,r
Eurpnlcur tou 1[mrueJ Fr
eql Jo rusurqslqsrse atP il
sE^^ Enbnol{ ruolue3 ur tpu
-oleJ pBrI oqrn 'rqs Jo lEPtr
enbnoll'f.rruuac qlJlear aF u
-llE3 'Erg uouruoS aB xql;
eJrlue erD Jo JolseJrrE ErtrF
uoqBJaua8-tflu-z(txts t snr
sE^\ tErp pJosal aqr ur psrE

ur IEW puE uoluB] trt f,L@s I
a8utueq rter1tJo uouEJqafs B

go dlaq eqr rpu$ {oorr.put ag
,{rlsecue rlatlt tnogB rrorrlaua
d5opeueE d1rue; aqr pagduc
roJ ssuepr^a Jo >lrBI aqr t@p
Jo poC lucrEolorpl{ru eqr Jo .

eql ur 3u1n46 rrr sJotsaJlr.[:
-ue8 erp or 

^lr-urBJ 
116 erp qt

sloor etll Surcura '(23ty6S

(01Sr - r€l,Il turion! +i E(9s/r

SII,I)
luonS
H&

(t€lr bEgD unrruulz *+l:zoll t!,gL)
sutrueqz rf +

(cItI gfsI) apnGLlS q+E

,in!u.r qtjl ,q Io IeLt p'roras^ rql m s$usnq ro] uotuE3 ol pa-!ot{ (€69t 8I90 ;ui}ouqf lgk*

ootu{ ot prour suEurm qirrvr{l rpltilV;ql rorrruud?g rrqunr( Sritr

\rtrPrq uertnd rrLt ro Euruu:oA rqs +

@zTi1
4

l.**l
lll

5I

({;t?r

691,r)

netlhqS

w*
EnbnoH

IlotT
L9!t)

urEurtr
tr*



22 Global Trade in the Nineteenth Century

Along with Fujian_, the province of Guangdong also suffered from
the displacement of'residents due to the coastai e\/acuation order. The
situation had subsided briefly when troubles in the late 1660s resumed as

Canton, along with the rest of Guangdong and Iiujian provinces, became
embroiled in the Revolt of the Three Feudatories, lasting from 1673 to
1681. Not until the lifting of the ban on maritime activities in 1684 did
the two decades of dislocation and destruction in the area come to an
end. Just as the Qing court desired to redevelop economic activities in
this region, people residing in the area were eager to participate in the
rebuilding of business networks as commercial activities could now be
revitalized in the aftermath of the warfare, both within China proper
and in the ports of the South China Sea. The Wu family that resided
in Jinjiang, Fujian, and lived through this period of turmoil and the
relocation of a branch of the family to Canton) paralleled the process of
reconstruction in the area when the Qing court lifted its evacuation order
as it consolidated control during the ensuing decades.

Residents in the coastal areas, such as the Wu family, demonstrated a

long-standing maritime orientation as they had to supplement the prod-
ucts of their agricultural labor with income from trade. Flouqua's fbrefa-
thers from Fujian thus decided to settle in Canton, the southernmost port
of importance in the Qing Empire. Conuected to Canton and their ances-
tral home in Fujian were, hower/er) many coastal cities beyond the realm
of the Qing fimpire that had received generations of Chinese migrants,
like those from Houqua's family. In fact, the migration of the \Wu fam-
ily from Fujian to Canton covered but a segment of the vast area that
extended from the southeastern Chinese provinces of Fujian and Guang-
dong to the ports in China's Nerv World in Southeast Asia.

China found its New World in Southeast Asia in the ports to which
Flouqua's f'ellow-countrymen from Fujian and Guangdong had migrated
for centuries. Wang Gungwu has coined the term "merchants rvith-
out empires" to describe Fujianese sojourners in Southeast Asia.8 \i7hat

makes the two Chinese provinces of Guangdong and Fujian appropri-
ate for comparison to Britain is their shared orientation toward their
respective "New Worlds" and their common commercial heritage. \il/hat

distinguishes the Chinese search for a New World from the case in the
V'est is that, unlike the separation of the Old and New \Wbrlds by the
Atiantic Ocean in the \#est, Chinese migrants observed no clear delin-
eation benveen the sending community and the receiving community.
Transcending jurisdictional boundaries of various political powers in the

8 Y'ang Gung,,a,u, "Merchants without Iimpires: -I'hc Hokkien Sojourning Communitics,"
tn Chin and the C hirrcse O',,erseas (Singapore: 'lirncs Academic Press, 1 19 I ), 79 - I 0l
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24 Global Trade in the Nineteenth Centurl,

more advanced sailing techniques and knolvledge of new routes.ltl Situ-
ated in Canton at the crossroads of China and the \West, Houqua and his
fellow Hong merchants stood to benefit from the economic exchanges
between China and the rVest. However, $Testern traders had established
control over the sea routes for the delivery of tea, the bulk commodity that
required express shipment to the Western markets. In Houqua's r,vorld
of the early nineteenth century, the rWestern powers had yet to usurp the
role of the Chinese in Southeast Asia. However, before their assertion of
territorial dominance, $(/estern navigators had already taken over the last
sea lanes, a reality with which Houqua had to contend from his base in
Canton.

This was the conundrum that Houqua faced in Canton. He was
situated at a port that afforded China a key interface with Southeast
Asia. However, endogenous issues within this system encompassing both
China and Southeast Asia had not allowed rice to come forth to serve
as a binding element for sustainable commercial exchange and to fuel
economic growth.1l Exogenous to China's im,olvement in the economic
system in Southeast Asia was the growth of the market for Chinese tea
in the West. Other Chinese merchants in Canton, and in ciries along
the southeastern coast, would continue to pursue the junk trade with
partners in Southeast Asian ports, but from his base in Canton, Houqua
would come to specialize in the lucrative Sino-\Western rrade. Facing the
challenge of operating when the sea roures were controlled by the \7est,
Houqua ieveraged his centrality in Canton, the nexus in the global floi.v
of goods in and out of China.

Forrning the Nexus of International Trade in Canton

For the $7u family anC other enterprising Chinese migrant famiiies, the
appeal of Canton as a trading port greu/ as court policy, which fa',,ored

10 See Paul A. \ran Dyke, "Ncu' Se a Routes ro Clanton in the lSth C)cntury ancl thc Decline
of China's Control over Trade ," in Snrdies o;f A,Iaritinn l.Iistorl,, ecl, Li Qingxin (Reijing:
Shehui kexue w'cnxian chutranshc.2010), t 57 l0tl; l)zrul A \Ian I)vkc, "Operational
Bflicicncies and the Decline of the Chincse Iunl<'Iiade in the Eightecnth and Nineteenth
Centuries: 'l'hc Conr-rcction," rn Shtpputg and Etottontic Groxth i350-1850, ccl. l{rchard
Unger (I-eitlen: I1. J. Brill, 20lI),223 246; antl \ran l)yke, .Nlerdtatts r;J Canton and
rllacao. Szrcccss atttl FdiJtue fu Ei.ghtaen.tlr-Cetrturl Ohincse 

-finde, intro.1r For a rletailcd anall,sis of ricc trad(r see fer.rnif'cr \la,"-ne Oushman, Fiek)s ftont tlLc Sea:
Chinese Junk Trade uith Siant during rhe Lttte Eig)tcLnth artd Early Nittereenth Cenru.ries
(lthaca, NY: Southcast Asia Prograrr, (lorncll Unitcrsity, l99j) Cushman argues that
the China trade r.r'ith Sclutheast Asia, in particular with Siam, owcd its succcss to the
Qing court's perception and justification of this tradc as an exrension ttf the domcsric
coastal junk tlade, distinct liom the tril]Lltc missions.
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26 Global Trade in the Nineteenth Centurv

musket-shot apart)" as noted by a nineteenth-century British observer.l6
I{now'n as Bocca Tigris ("'figer's Mouth") to the Europeans, and Humen
("T'iger's Gate") to the ChineseJ this formation afforded the Qing gov-
ernlrrent a natural strategic stronghold. Foreign vessels were allowed to
proceed another twenty miles upriver and to anchor at \Whampoa, the
"road" of Canton. These vessels were banned from proceeding farther
and had to rely on boats to cover the remaining ten miles upstream to
the ciry.17'fhe narrow strait of Bocca Tigris and the officers stationed at
V'hampoa provided the Qing court with a reliable mechanism to regulate
the traffic of foreigners) a tool it wouid firmly hold on to.

By the mid-I780s, the court had finally succeeded in aggregating
foreign-trade traffic in Canton and in defining its collection expecta-
tions (see Figure 1.2).In 1789, customs revenue in Canton surpassed
the million-tael mark, double the peak annual collection before the court
orchestrated its concerted effort to derive economic benefits from Sino-
Vestern trade. During the period, total state income was in the range
of 40 million taels.rB By the closing decades of the nineteenth century,
maritime customs re\renue had become an important and stable income
stream for the court in Beijing.

The International Port Takes Shape

About this time, Houqua came of age and embarked on a career in
international commerce trom the port of Canton. f'his vital international
port, which also served as the provincial capitalr was a sprawling cit1,'.

The expanding role of the city resulted in an ever-growing footprint of
enclosed territories dotted b1, a government presence. With each phase
in its expansion, the city did not rnetamorphose to assume a new shape.
Instead of shedding its previous rings of protective city walls, the city grew
into an organic formation of inner and outer walls, flanked by additions in
the east and the west. A late-nineteenth-century gazetteer traces the inner
wall of the city to the 1380 reconstrucrion etforts during the early years of
the Ming dynast-v. The outer w'a11, dating from 1563, extended from the
southern side of the inner wali and ran a perimeter of 3,786 zhang (12,620
meters). At the top, this outer wall was 10 meters thick, and at its base, it
measured over I 1.5 meters thick. Eight gates punctuated the continuous

I6 "SonrcAccountoftheCitl,ol6'rrr,orr, I'atl,"Saturda1 Magazinel0,no.31O(London:
John William Parker rWest Strand. April 1837): 162

L'Ibid.;I-iangTingnanctal ,comps.J\l.teltaiguanshi((iazctteeroftheMaritimeCustoms
in Canton) (rpt., Thipei: rJ7cnhar chubanshe, 1975),5:)a.

I8 Guoshiguan (Academia Historica), ed.., Qittgsltigao jiaozlru (A Draft of the Dynastic
Hist<rr,v of thc Qing, rvith Annotations) ('Iaipci, I9u6 1990), 132:3a18 j619.
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